
Through the game, members of the
community and our organization—old and
new—learned more about one another, built
new friendships, and had fun while doing so.
 
After making introductions and forming new
bonds, all were encouraged to sit together
and partake in the array of favorite cultural
dishes they prepared and brought to the
picnic. Adding to the fun were yard games,
train rides, a soccer match, and a raffle—all
open to everyone in attendance.

Building Connections (Cont.)  
 
The raffle, a first for this event, was organized
by members of our Student Advisory Board
and was a tremendous success. A number of
attendees were the lucky recipients of several
prizes all donated by members of our Student
Advisory Board.
 
Thank you to all our event attendees,
volunteers, and donors for helping us make
Grand Island a stronger, better-connected, and
more prosperous community.
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Community members of all backgrounds and ages put
their skills to the test during a friendly round—or two—
of soccer to conclude our picnic.

Board member Jean McFarland builds a connection
with another member of the community during our
icebreaker activity to commence the Fifth Annual
Community Potluck Picnic.

Event attendees participated in the raffle for the
chance to win one of many prizes donated by members
of our Student Advisory Board.

Staff, volunteers, students, and members of the
community prepared a variety of cultural dishes to be
enjoyed throughout the event.
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Since joining our school in 2012 after leaving
his home in Sudan, Adam has been a dedicated
student. In addition to riding his bike
everywhere and participating in our
community garden, he regularly utilizes all
our programs. Adam recently passed his
naturalization test and earned citizenship
status after much preparation. What a major
achievement from such a dedicated student.
Way to go, Adam!

From One Goal to the Next

Hailing from Cameroon—a first for our
organization—student Sheila was quick to join
our school earlier this year. Since registering
as a student, Sheila has been a regular
attendee in our group classes and meeting
with her tutor, Mick. We have come to think
of Sheila as family in the past few months and
we’re glad she thinks so too! Recently, Sheila
and her husband visited our organization to
help us welcome the newest—and littlest—
student to our family! He is certainly small,
but very mighty. Congratulations, Sheila, to
you and the rest of your family!

Welcome to Our Littlest
Student

Student Cenen came to Grand Island in 1992
from Colombia. Always looking to better
himself and his skills, Cenen discovered our
organization and registered as a student. He
threw himself into attending our weekly group
classes and conversing with fellow students
and volunteers. After an extended trip to his
home country, Cenen has returned to the U.S.
and to our school to learn more of the English
literacy skills life and our school have to offer.
Kudos to you, Cenen, for continuing your
education. We are happy to have you back!

Here to Learn


