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LC of GI Staff 

Kurt Stoppkotte, Executive      

Director 

Karla McGeorge, Office      

Coordinator 

Julie Gustafson, Grants            

Coordinator 

 

LC of GI Board 

Vikki Deuel, President 

Phillip Erb, Vice President 

Ellen Dolan Merrill, Secretary 

Yvette Engelhaupt, Treasurer 

Lori Depue 

Carol Hansen 

Pete Letheby 

Jean McFarland 

Steve Millnitz 

Tracy Noble 

 

Volunteer 

We currently have a large de-

mand for tutors, with several 

students on our wait list to be 

matched. 

 

We are also seeking volun-

teers to teach a Group class, 

assist in the Language and 

Learning Lab or our Communi-

ty Connection Center. 

 

For more information, please 

call (308) 385-5515 or email          

info@giliteracy.org 

 

We appreciate your support! 

A Letter from Our Director 

Dear Friends, 

 

Literacy education is serious business…but it is also seriously fun.  Which 

is why, after a particularly acrimonious election, we’ve decided to focus on 

the positive work we do every day at the LCofGI.  So, whether you think 

America is already great, or needs to become great again, we think you’ll 

agree that our students are amazing and they accomplish incredible 

things!  We also think that all of you – our tutors, volunteers, donors, and 

supporters in the community - are outstanding and we truly appreciate 

your work. 

 

There are a couple of big changes coming up that I want to make sure you 

all are aware of:  
 

 Curriculum:  We have been reviewing our curriculum and decided that 

it is time to update our resources for tutors and students.  We are or-

dering the new materials, which also have access to numerous online 

resources, such as audio files, flash cards, and assessments.  We think 

these materials will help you with your students and help them to 

achieve their literacy goals more efficiently and effectively.  Of course, 

if you decide that you would like to continue with the materials you  
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Our contact details 

 

For more information on our 
services or how to become in-
volved, please contact us. 
 
Literacy Council of Grand Island 
312 N Elm St. Suite 101 
Grand Island, NE 68801 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 
9 AM to 12:30 PM 
1 PM to 5 PM 
 
Phone: (308) 385-5515 
info@giliteracy.org 
 
Visit us on the web at 
www.giliteracy.org 

 
 
 
 

 

are currently using, or if you know of other materials you would like us 

to get, we will be here to provide you with those and any additional 

support you need.   
 

 Classes:  We now have volunteers who are teaching three weekly clas-

ses!  Since the need is so great for access to instruction, volunteer 

teachers Valerie Roth, John Shanahan, and Danielle Siebert have start-

ed teaching small group classes.  Thanks so much for your help!  If 

any of you are interested in teaching a small class, please contact us.  

We know your time is limited and this is great way to make a tremen-

dous impact on the community. 
 

 Community Development Block Grant:  We were recently awarded a 

$50,000 CDBG grant through the City of Grand Island to expand our 

services!  Soon we will be able to offer more classes and also extend 

our office hours into one evening so that we can accommodate more 

students.  We will keep you informed as details emerge. 
 

 Artwork: We have some great new prints by the artist Shepard Fairey 

and the Amplifier Foundation, which we think help to provide our stu-

dents with a message of inclusion and welcoming to our country and 

community.  If you haven’t had a chance to see them yet, please stop 

by some time to check them out. 

 

We now have over 360 students regis-

tered with us and I believe that is be-

cause of the wonderful work you all do 

and of the support you provide to our 

community. Regardless of the current 

public discourse in our country, I hope 

you will agree that even if the Literacy 

Council of Grand Island hasn’t achieved 

greatness yet, we are pretty darn good… 

and we will never stop trying to improve. 

Thanks to all of you for helping to make 

Grand Island a great place! 

 

 

 

Best, 

 

 

Kurt Stoppkotte 

Executive Director 

https://twitter.com/litcouncilofgi
https://www.facebook.com/LitCouncilGI/
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Welcome to our new Grants 

Coordinator,  Julie Gus-

tafson 

The Literacy Council is pleased 

to announce that Julie Gustafson 

has accepted the position of 

Grants Coordinator. Julie has pri-

or involvement with the Literacy 

Council, both as a former active 

board member and a dedicated 

volunteer tutor.  Originally from 

southeastern Pennsylvania, Julie 

received a teaching degree in 

Indiana and an ELL endorsement 

in Nebraska; however, her great-

est passion for teaching ESL 

grew out of the 4 years she lived 

in Brazil and navigated things 

such as paying utility bills, public 

transportation, grocery shopping, 

and friendships in another lan-

guage!    

Julie is passionate about grant 

writing because it gives her the 

opportunity to share student suc-

cess stories and support the Lit-

eracy Council simultaneously.  

We are thrilled to have Julie on 

board as a staff member and 

look forward to the impact she 

will have on helping to grow our 

organization! 

Literacy Council Participates in Kickball 

League 

The Literacy Council participated in a kickball 

league through the Grand Island Parks and Rec 

Department, to increase awareness of our organi-

zation in the com-

munity.  We en-

couraged student, 

volunteer, and 

staff participation 

alike! 

Thanks to a gener-

ous sponsorship 

from Michael 

Hutchinson of 

Hutchinson & Associates, the Literacy Council was 

able to get exposure in the community while get-

ting to participate in a team building activity with 

our students and volunteers. Not only did we have 

dedicated Literacy Council volunteer tutors and 

teachers, Marcia Theis and John Shannahan, as offi-

cial team members, but also, we had Literacy 

Council students and staff who all came together to 

play kickball!  

Although we lost a few players to injuries ranging 

from pulled muscles to bloodied knees, we re-

mained a united front and represented the Literacy 

Council! 

Stay tuned for other fun future opportunities to en-

gage in an activity with the Literacy Council in the 

community!! 

Literacy Council’s 8th Annual Scrabble 

Tournament was Competitive, yet Fun! 

The Literacy Council’s 8th Annual Scrabble Tourna-

ment was held on Sunday, February 26th, at the 

Full Circle Venue at Boarders Inn and Suites, where 

fierce competitors were met with teams playing for 

fun, all to promote awareness of literacy in our 

community. 

With 14 teams participating in this year’s tourna-

ment, each round provided exciting results, with 

teams anxiously awaiting the posting of their 

scores to see who would come out on top.  The JMJ 

Letter Ladies proved victorious this year, with a 

grand total of 979 points after only three rounds. 
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Many thanks to Josh Salmon, who led the way as Master 

of Ceremonies, and Pam Millnitz, who served as the offi-

cial judge for the tournament. 

Door prizes and raffle prizes were distributed in abun-

dance, and there were prizes given to the top three plac-

ing teams of the tournament.  Special thanks to all of our 

donors, which included several individuals, and corporate 

donations from JBS, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Eileen’s Co-

lossal Cookies, Carlos O’Kelly’s, Big Red Treats, Pam’s 

Pub & Grub, Fancy Nail & Spa, and Village Pointe Aes-

thetic Surgery and Dreams MedSpa.  

Special thanks to the Grand Island Independent and Agri-

cultural Services, Inc., for donating advertising for us to 

promote our event, and the Full Circle Venue, for donat-

ing the use of their facility!  

Thank you to all who volunteered, donated, and partici-

pated in this year’s event to help raise funds for the Lit-

eracy Council and promote literacy awareness in our 

community! 

  

 Discuss the student's goals with 
him/her before getting started. 

 

 Speak clearly, naturally and 
avoid using lots of slang. 

 

 Don't speak too slowly; it might 
make you raise your voice vol-
ume and/or to make your speech 
unnatural.   

 

 Use lots of repetition.  
 

 Encourage student to use our 
other Literacy Council services, 
like the Community Connection 
Center, group classes and the 
Language and Learning Lab. 

The Literacy Council is elated to announce that two 

of our students have recently become American 

citizens!   

Abdelatif Khater, student of LCofGI Grants 

Coordinator, Julie Gustafson, successfully passed 

the US Citizenship exam in December.  According 

to his tutor Julie, he had been studying so hard and 

she was thrilled for his accomplishment!  Becoming 

a citizen was of particular importance to Abdelatif, 

who has not been able to travel to Sudan and visit 

his family since the age of 17.  Congratulations Ab-

delatif, we are so proud of you, and special thanks 

to his tutor Julie for helping him to achieve his goal! 

Literacy Council student Gamar Hussein also re-

cently passed his US Citizenship exam this March!  

Gamar had been diligently studying at the Literacy 

Council with volunteer Marilyn Davis, and all of 

their hard work has paid off!  Congratulations 

Gamar, we are so proud of you, and special thanks 

to Marilyn for helping him to achieve his goal! 

Literacy Council Students Achieve U.S. Citizenship 



The Literacy Council of Grand Island                             5 

 

 

In Memory of AC Codner 

 

 

We are deeply saddened to re-

port the loss of AC Codner, a 

dedicated Literacy Council tutor 

and volunteer.  AC was an in-

credible individual, and was 

passionate about helping not 

only her Literacy Council stu-

dents, but also other organiza-

tions and individuals in the 

community.  She will be greatly 

missed by all.  We are honored 

to have had the opportunity to 

work with AC, she was an inspi-

ration to us all, and embodied 

our organization’s mission to 

teach our students, free of 

charge, the literacy skills neces-

sary to communicate, grow and 

thrive within their community. 

 

We would also like to take an 

opportunity to thank Literacy 

Council volunteer tutor, Ellen 

Roscoe, who lovingly adopted 

AC’s beloved cat Bella into her 

home after AC’s passing.  We 

are happy to report that Bella 

has acclimated well to her new 

home and 

are so 

grateful for 

the sup-

port we 

received to 

help her 

find her 

second 

forever 

home. 

Extra help for students on 

Fridays of March and April     

LCofGI board member and tutor, 

Tracy Noble, has coordinated an 

opportunity at Grand Island Cen-

tral Catholic School on Fri-

days, from 9:00 am-10:30 

am. Students from GICC will 

be available to help tutor any 

Literacy Council students who 

are interested in receiving addi-

tional help!   

Community Garden in GI 

LCofGI tutor, Linna Dee Don-

aldson, has an exciting communi-

ty opportunity to participate in 

the Cherry Street Community 

Garden!  Located at 415 S Cherry 

St in Grand Island, students 

and members of the community 

are encouraged to plant, grow, 

and harvest their own fruits and 

vegetables.   

Learning Should Be Fun!  

Educational board games and 

cards can be a great way to add 

some fun into your teaching rou-

tine!  We encourage you to stop 

by our Community Connec-

tion Center to check out the 

interactive games and activi-

ties we have available for you to 

use with your students!   

If you have any board or card 

games you are not using, please 

donate! We appreciate your sup-

port! 

New Exciting Activities during Springtime! 


