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A LETTER FROM OUR DIRECTOR 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I hope you are having as wonderful a summer as we are at the Literacy Council.  I know one of the things I  

personally enjoy most about this season is fresh produce from the garden.  Which makes me think about the 

quote, “To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow.” 
 

I like to think of our organization as garden.  It takes a lot of work to get it started and it needs constant nourishment 

and care, but when we start see the fruits of our labor we realize how gratifying and worthwhile the effort is. Every one 

of you -whether a volunteer, student, or supporter- helps to nourish our organization, which in turn helps the 

community of Grand Island to flourish.  
 

I want to thank you all for your continued support and hard work. 
 

I also want to tell you about some new programming that we hope to be able to continue with in the future.  

While we traditionally have focused on English literacy education, we thought it would be great to expand our 

programming to include events that would be of interest to other intellectually curious members of community.  
 

Our first event, a presentation on the 2017 total solar eclipse by UNK astronomy professor Mariana Lazarova, 

was a resounding success with around 100 people coming to our offices to listen to her educational and  

entertaining talk.  Many of those attendees had never been to our offices before, so it was also a great way to raise 

awareness about literacy challenges facing our community. 
 

The heart of our mission at the Literacy Council is to support education and community, and if attendance for that 

event is any indicator, people are definitely hungry for more educational events. I hope we can continue to  

provide these, because I truly believe that the Grand Island community benefits when it unites and learns together. 
 

Whether it is at the community garden, the community potluck, or in the Literacy Council’s office, it is great to 

see so many people planting and believing in tomorrow… and in each other. 
 

Best, 

 

 
Kurt Stoppkotte, 

Executive Director 



Our mission to provide free literacy educational services inspires us to constantly strive improve the 

free educational services that we provide for our students and the resources that we have for our tutors.  

 

Space has always been an issue for those who wish to tutor at the Literacy Council offices: they’re quite 

petite! We saw the problem and are doing our best to facilitate your needs! For now, we have re-worked 

our One-on-One Tutoring Area to include three additional tutoring spaces. Please feel free to stop by 

the Literacy Council office anytime Monday-Thursday to see them for yourself! 

 

While we have been able to offer translation materials in Arabic, Spanish, Chinese, and Urdu for our 

tutors for quite some time now. We are happy to announce that we have two Somali-English  

Dictionaries available now the Literacy Council office!  

 

If you or your student wishes to purchase either dictionary to use with your student (either the Milet 

Somali-English Picture Dictionary or Maxamud Jaamac Qoorsheel English-Somali Dictionary) please 

see either Karla McGeorge (Office Coordinator) or Madison Moe (Educational Programming Coordinator). 
 
 

Do you have an idea on how we can improve to fit the needs of current and  

potential tutors, volunteers, or group class instructors?  

Let us know! Stop by the office and fill out a comment card or fill out the form located on the  

“Contact Us” page of our website at www.giliteracy.org! 

NEW RESOURCES

 

Literacy Council Needs Wish List 

The Literacy Council of Grand Island subsists entirely off of charitable donations, in-kind donations, and grants. 

Please contact us if you would like to donate any of the following as an in-kind donation: 
 

An outdoor bench (donate or build) Bottled water or funding for a water dispenser 

Outdoor furniture (chairs, umbrella, small tables)      Spiral (or similar type) lined notebooks 

Mechanical pencils  Kleenex 

Hand sanitizer  Readers/Reading glasses EVERY THURSDAY 

ABIGAIL 
 

Q: What have you found to be the most challenging part of  

teaching at the Literacy Council? 

A: One of the most challenging things is that the English  
language has many different rules; they are always fun to try to explain!  

Q: What has been your favorite part of teaching at the  
Literacy  Council of Grand Island so far? 

A: My favorite part is that we have a place to share our stories.  The  
students are learning how to read, write and communicate, but we [teachers and 
students] are also learning how to value each other's ways of living.   

Q: Do you have any words of advice  for those who might have  
trepidations about teaching or about becoming a tutor? 

A:  If you want to meet some incredible people, this is a great place to 
come. If you feel unsure of your skill, LCofGI has the resources and staff to assist 
you. Trust me, the staff here are a wonderful resource! If we want our community to 
thrive, it seems best to me to be a part of the lives that walk in and out of these doors. 
The students are beyond grateful—you’ll never want to leave.  

BARBARA 
 

Q: What have you found to be the most challenging part of teaching  
at the Literacy Council? 
A: The most challenging for me is that the students vary in their 
strengths in English. You want to challenge each one, but  do not want to  
frustrate others at the same time!    

Q: What has been your favorite part of teaching at the Literacy   
Council of Grand Island so far? 

A: My favorite part has been getting to know the students; during 
one class, a student came up to me and told me that in her native language she 
had never been able to write her name, phone number or address, but now she 
can do so in English!  She was so thankful for the knowledge! 

Q: Do you have any words of advice  for those who might have  
trepidations about teaching or about becoming a tutor? 

A: It is slow and a humbling process to learn a new language. Every 
word of encouragement is so appreciated and helps give the students the  
impetus to continue when there seems to be so little progress. Laughing at  
yourself and enjoying the learning process helps so much! 

 2 Literacy Council of Grand Island 

www.giliteracy.org 

DID YOU KNOW? 

  The Literacy Council 

of Grand Island 
 is now  

OPEN 
until 

8 PM 



KHAMPANG AND MARCIA 

We often find ourselves asking: how can our tutors and students both achieve their goals? 
 

For Khampang, an important step toward gaining personal independence was to pass the DMV’s test so 

that she could get her Nebraska State Driver’s Permit. Khampang, from Laos, came to America with her 

husband, Steve, a little over ten months ago. Khampang’s smile is infectious and her appetite for learn-

ing is voracious. She often talked about how much she hated that her husband had to drive her every-

where. She wanted to do it herself; she wanted to be able to drive herself to “school” (Literacy Council). 

 

She said (about learning at the Literacy Council of Grand Island), “I am so happy to be learning here.  

Everyone here—so nice and happy. This place make me happy. This is good place to be.” 
 

Marcia has been a tutor for the Literacy Council since 2014.  She taught for 34 years at Newell  

Elementary School. When asked about why she became a tutor at the Literacy Council, Marcia com-

mented, “That I just wanted to help people, because I had retired from helping children. I find it 

[teaching] very rewarding. I keep tutoring, because it is so special that here I can find out about people’s 

histories, stories, and I get to see their hard work and dedication. Their dedication motivates me to be 

the same: to live the same way. That is why I keep coming back.” 
 

Marcia and Khampang have been working together since January of 2017.  While the  first months of 

their lessons were focused on traditional ESL language acquisition (word meaning, grammar, English in 

context, etc.), when Khampang announced to Marcia that she really needed her help to pass the test for 

her driver’s permit (a test given entirely in English) Marcia was more than happy to adapt their lessons. 
 

For hours and hours, over days and days, Khampang and Marcia poured over the DMV manual and 

practiced the online tests together. Marcia saw the importance of literacy in all aspects of her students’ 

life and adjusted to fit an immediate need. This is so amazing! 
 

Due to their diligence, Khampang was able to pass the test on her very first try: not an easy feat, even 

for a native speaker of English! This is a wonderful example of the importance of literacy and language  

acquisition; English and its usage does not happen for our students in a void. Being illiterate is a daily 

struggle for them. It is achievements like these that remind us about the importance of literacy in our 

lives and in our students lives. Something we take for granted, like a driver’s test, is often so challenging 

for someone who is illiterate; and having the independence that a permit leads to is incalculable.  
  

Khampang Louangsaphakdy 

Pictured: Marcia Theis (tutor) and Khampang Louangsaphakdy (student) 
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Beginner ESL Group Class Instructors  

“The Literacy Council, working here, has helped me to solidify what I want to  

do with the rest of my life. I know now for sure that I want to be a teacher. I 

want to change lives like my teachers did for me: to make a difference .” 

               —Antonio Campos 
 

“I had trepidations about teaching English, sure I did: I’m a science major. 
But you will find that if you jump into it with both feet, the teaching will 
come to you. Just don’t stop asking questions of yourself, your students: if 
they’re confused—they’ll let you know. But they’re also very forgiving.” 

              —John Shanahan 
 

“Each week I learn something new about my students: their lives,  
personalities, stories. I teach them and I learn. It’s a great exchange!” 

     —Valerie Roth 
 

“My students inspire me every day. They show up. I show up. It works, and it 
truly makes me happy. I wasn’t sure what to expect, but my students inspire 
me to be my best, and I guess that’s why I do it; why I keep coming back.” 

             —Danielle Siebert 
 

“At first, I was unsure about my ability to teach a group class. I’m still in high 
school and I was a student volunteer last summer. Because I’m still a  
student, I thought that there was no way I had anything to teach these 
adults. I am so glad I got over my fear! Teaching is far easier than you think it 
is. I mean, we all know English. It’s certainly a challenge to teach it, but I’ve 
been able to connect with my students on the level that I’m a student too. I 
get what they’re going through, because I’m going through it too.” 
      —Madison Imig 

  
 

We are currently offering 11 GROUP CLASSES 

as a part of our literacy education services: 
 

 

Mondays 

 Madison        11:00 AM-12:15 PM 

 Citizenship: Civics & Literacy 

 Level: Beginning/Low Intermediate  
 

 Lori           10:00 AM-12:00 PM 

 Advanced English & GED Skills 

 Level: High Intermediate/Advanced  
 

 Antonio 4:00 PM-5:00 PM 

 Basic English Vocabulary & Grammar 

 Level: Beginning/Low Intermediate  
 

 

 

Tuesdays 

 Danielle 9:30 AM-10:30 AM 

 Daily Vocabulary: Idioms, etc. 

 Level: Beginning/Low Intermediate  
 

 

Wednesdays 

 John 10:00 AM-11:30 AM 

 Daily Vocabulary: Conversational 

 Level: Beginning/Low Intermediate 
  

 Lori           3:00 PM– 5:00 PM 

 Advanced English & GED Skills 

 Level: High Intermediate/Advanced  
 

 Valerie   4:00 PM-5:00 PM 

 Basic English Vocabulary & Grammar 

 Level: Beginning/Low Intermediate  
 

 

Thursdays 

 Diane 10:00 AM-11:00 AM 

 Basic English Vocabulary & Grammar 

 Level: Beginning/Low Intermediate 
 

 Barbara 5:00 PM– 5:55 PM 

 Introduction to English Basics 

 Level: Literacy 
  

 Barbara 6:00 PM– 6:55 PM 

 Basic English Vocabulary & Grammar 

 Level: Beginning/Low Intermediate 
 

 Abigail 7:00 PM– 7:55 PM 

 Special Topics in English 

 Level: Beginning/Low Intermediate 



Jorge Figueroa (age 66) first came to the United States of America from Chile in 1999. He earned his 

U.S. Citizenship in 2012. In Chile, Jorge worked as a carpenter and wished to continue working as a 

carpenter in the United States. Jorge first came to the Literacy Council in March of 2017 and has been a 

very dedicated student: we only see him when it rains now (because he got a carpenter job for a local 

construction company), but his desire to learn is evident. 
 

Throughout this past year, the Literacy Council has been working to expand and improve our  

educational services and work space. Back in May 2017, seniors from the Career Pathways Institute in 

Grand Island designed and created tables for us that would maximize our Language and Learning Lab. 

  

Total Solar Eclipse Event  Was “Totality” Successful! 

Dr. Mariana Lazarova presented on the total solar eclipse at the Literacy  

Council of Grand Island’s offices on August 10th at 7 PM.  

Approximately, 100 members of our community attended the event! 
 

Dr. Lazarova is the state coordinator for the Citizen CATE Project in  

Nebraska; the project was designed to take a continuous series of pic-

tures and video of the total solar eclipse along the path of totality. 
 

When asked why she chose to become an astronomer, Lazarova  

replied, “I have always been excited about space, I was always—and still 

am—so curious about the universe and how it works. I have the typical 

story you know; as a little girl I would go into my grandfather’s backyard 

with this telescope, a star chart, and a candle, and ache my neck as I 

tried to learn what stars are—where they go, things like that.” 
 

“Literacy isn’t limited; you’re never too old, too young, too anything to learn something new,” said 

Kurt Stoppkotte, Executive Director. “This was an exciting opportunity for us to learn something new! 
 

Many event attendees, such as the Blackburn’s, happily commented on the breadth of useful tips, and 

facts about the eclipse that they learned from Dr. Lazarova. “The event was excellent!  I learned so 

many things that I can’t even remember them all—isn’t that terrible!” said June Blackburn (age 94).  
 

“When I came to America, I had trouble integrating, but I was able to find a community who  

welcomed me and shared their knowledge. I have long wanted to do the same. The Literacy Council is 

creating a welcoming environment where people who’ve been transplanted from their culture feel  

welcome; this is very, very important. I was glad I was finally able to give something back and support 

the Literacy Council’s efforts to create this kind of environment,” commented Dr. Lazarova. 
 
 

 

 

The Thursday night before the tables were to come in we found ourselves in a bind; none of us were skilled in the 

art of deconstruction, and we had all the old Language Lab tables that needed disassembling. At 6 PM, Jorge  

arrived—tools in tow and he was ready to get to work! For a little over 2 hours, Jorge volunteered to improve the 

space in which he was going to learn. 
 

He gave back to the Literacy Council. By assisting us when we needed his expertise the most, Jorge not only helped 

us in that moment, but he helped himself and all of his fellow students who would use our Language and Learning 

Lab in the future.  Jorge helped us to frame the future of what we hope will become the norm for our students here 

at the Literacy Council; students helping us, to help themselves. Connecting as a community and supporting one 

another. This is a future that we would like to promote! 

 

Jorge Figueroa  
(Learning at new Language Lab Tables!) 

Jorge Figueroa  
(Disassembling old Language Lab Tables!) 

JORGE FIGUEROA  
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EARTH 

Pictured: Dr. Mariana Lazarova (astronomer and physicist) 
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312 N Elm St.  
Suite #101 

Grand Island, NE 68801 

OFFIC E HOURS  
Monday-Wednesday 
  9:00 AM-12:30 PM   

       1:00 PM-5:00 PM  
 

Thursday 
9:00 AM-12:30 PM  

1:00 PM-8:00 PM 

Phone: (308) 385-5515 

E-Mail: info@giliteracy.org 

 

Website: www.giliteracy.org 

And thank you to our new funders: 
Sam’s Club    National Book Fund          Equitable Bank 

          North Walmart 

Tutoring
 You don’t need to be a teacher. 

 It only takes 1 hour/week! 

 Instructing 
 One of our Free ESL Group Classes! 

 Assisting 
 In our Community Connection Center  or in the Language and Learning Lab! 

      Or find out more about our organization by visiting our website located at:  

www.giliteracy.org 

To teach our students, free of charge, the literacy skills necessary 
to communicate, grow, and thrive within our community. 

LIKE our Facebook Page: LITERACY COUNCIL OF GRAND ISLAND 

FOLLOW us on Twitter: @litcouncilofgi  

FOLLOW us on Instagram:  litcouncilofgi 

Pictured: Niurka (student) and Cristina (her daughter) 

To Walmart North, Supersaver, and Party City for your donations that allowed our  

3rd Annual Community Connection Potluck Picnic to be so successful: 
 

We had over 250 attendees who were tutors, friends of the  

Literacy Council, students, volunteers, and family members! 


