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Clothes-Knit: Community Comes Together for Party for a Purpose
certainly the pinnacle of the evening, thanks 
to these wonderful items. On top of 
handmade knitted items, we received gift 
cards and desserts for bidding, helping us to 
raise more than $1,000 from student 
donations alone! 
 
We'd like to give a special shout out to all 
who contributed items for our Party for a 
Purpose fundraising event! And we'd love to 
give a special thank you to all of our donors, 
especially our gold-level sponsors, JBS and 
Edward Jones, Tom and Tracy Noble! Thank 
you, thank you for all you have done! 

She shall--and did--overcome. LCofGI 
student, Ameina, came from relatively 
nothing, but worked to create something for 
others--by way of a knitting class taught by 
our very own Eunice Kehler! Just what have 
these talented, hard-working ladies 
created? Nearly everything you can think of: 
hats, scarves, shawls, and more--all to bring 
together the members of our community. 
 
Items from the class were featured in the live 
auction during our recent fundraiser, Party 
for a Purpose! A night of food, fun, laughter, 
and love...the live auction was
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Wow! What amazing success for several LCofGI 
students this past season! 
 
Zackaryah received his commercial driver's license 
(CDL) and became a US Citizen--all within a couple 
weeks--with the help of LCofGI tutor and board 
member, Yvette Engelhaupt! 
 
Four months after coming to the US, Vivian promptly 
earned her driver's license! Not only that, but she has 
greatly improved her English since arriving to the 
States thanks to her dedication. She comes to the 
LCofGI almost every day that she isn't working and 
puts in much effort, studying in the Language and 
Learning Lab, attending group classes and working 
with her tutor. 
 
Not only are Manal and Ghazali learning how to write 
in English--they're being civically engaged by writing 
a letter to the editor to support our Building 
Literacy Capital Campaign, giving voice to their 
journey to and experience with the LCofGI! 
 
Congratulations are in order to our student Anab, 
who recently passed her citizenship exam!  Special 
thank you to her volunteer tutor, Diane Reeves, for 
helping to prepare her for the test! 
 

Work Hard and You Shall Succeed

We are so excited to announce our Building Literacy Capital 
Campaign to have a permanent home for our school and 

community center! We still need $150,000 to fully fund the 
purchase of the building and $100,000 for a new roof and 

minor renovations. Will you help us to reach our goal?  
Invest to create a stronger, better-connected, and more 

prosperous community! To invest, or for more information, 
please go to www.giliteracy.org and click on Building 

Literacy Capital Campaign. 

Let's Build Literacy Together!



In an emotional and impromptu ceremony, student 
Nestor led fellow students in his group class to thank 
their teacher--our wonderful volunteer-- Valerie Roth 
with kind words and a gift of appreciation. The 
students and staff of LCofGI love our volunteers. We 
are in awe of your passion, Nestor, and we are so 
grateful for your efforts, Valerie! Keep up the 
amazing work! 
 
We had two students become new U.S. citizens in 
one week!  Congratulations to Salih and Safa, who 
both became U.S. citizens and passed the U.S. 
citizenship exam on their first attempt! Thank you to 
tutor George Mohr and Community Connection 
Center volunteer Edith Robbins, for going above and 
beyond to help these students achieve their goals! 
 

We are so grateful for the generous donations 
from the Nebraska Preceptor Kappa Beta Sigma 

Phi chapter! From notebooks and writing 
utensils to office supplies, these ladies really 
went above and beyond collecting donations 

early this season. 

Supplies by Demand



We are excited to announce an addition to our team-- 
our new AmeriCorps VISTA Creative and 
Communications Specialist, Quinn! A recent grad from 
Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lincoln, Quinn will be 
putting her English and communications degree to 
use, writing content, designing marketing 
materials, and constructing social media posts. We are 
happy to have this talented young lady serving as a 
VISTA at the LCofGI! Welcome, Quinn! 

The LCofGI would like to thank the Grand Island 
Central Catholic (GICC) students for all they do for 

us--including their participation in our Friday Tutoring 
Program coordinated by our very own Tracy Noble! Do 
you know of any students needing additional help with 
English? Send them over to GICC on Fridays for extra 
one-on-one assistance from the GICC senior religion 

class students! 

Welcome, Quinn!

Hurrah for GICC Volunteers!

Thank You to Our Recent Funders
The LCofGI is so thankful to have received funding 
from First National Bank, the Principal Financial 
Group Foundation, and the Union Pacific 
Foundation! These grants will help us to fulfill our 
mission: to teach our students, free of charge, the 
literacy skills necessary to communicate, grow, and 
thrive within our community. 

The LCofGI is excited to announce that we registered 
several students to vote during our Voter Registration 
Drive!  Special thank you to Hall County Election 
Commissioner, Tracy Overstreet, for providing a 
morning and evening informational session that was 
open to the community as well as helping to register 
voters! Several of the students who registered to vote 
have been U.S. citizens for several years, but were not 
aware of how to register to vote. Thanks to Tracy, they 
will now be able to use their voices as U.S. citizens.

From U.S. Citizen to U.S. Voter



We are so grateful for the efforts of volunteer 
Ronda, who has been working hard on Thursdays 

to assist with evening group classes! Ronda 
recently moved to Mexico to pursue her passion 

to serve others. She will be greatly missed by 
students and volunteers alike!  Ronda, buen viaje! 

Healthy & Smart: Summer Class
This summer, Joleen Stowell, former Refugee 
Health Liaison with Lutheran Family Services of 
Nebraska in Grand Island, filled our health 
literacy morning group class with guest 
speakers and provided an additional class, 4- 
5 pm, to accommodate more of our students! 
 
Joleen organized speakers and collected 
materials from the Central District Health 
Department, the University of Nebraska- 
Lincoln (UNL) Extension Office, the American 
Red Cross, and Choice Family Health Care for 
weekly group classes for the months of July 
and August, in addition to instructing and 
leading group classes herself. 
 
Additionally, during the health literacy 
program, we featured a seven-topic Nutrition 
Program led by Omega Barcenas from the 
UNL Extension Office. Topics covered meal 
planning, food safety, and more. 
 
Special thank you to these ladies for their 
efforts!

Safe Travels, Ronda!

The LCofGI is looking for someone to be a 
Teacher's Assistant on Thursdays, 5-7pm. This 

would be a great opportunity for someone who  
is interested in helping teach one of our group 
classes. We would love to have your help! If you 
are interested in helping us fill this position or if 
you would like to learn more information, please 
call (308)385-5515 or email info@giliteracy.org. 

Wanted: Assistant Instructor



Mark your calendars! We are looking forward to our next 
Tutor Training & Support Meeting led by Quynh, held on 
Thursday, December 20 at 5:30PM at the Community 
Connection Center in the LCofGI office. Quynh plans to 
bring a special guest with her to discuss her journey 
immigrating to the U.S. and how the work of volunteers like 
those at the LCofGI positively impacted her life. This 
meeting is a can't miss; we hope to see you there! 

Let's Hear It For Barb!
Volunteer Barb Sorensen teaches two 

classes every Thursday evening, as well as 
classes at the JBS Plant. Because she 

taught ESL in Africa for many years, Barb 
has a wealth of experience and 

knowledge. Her students love the breadth 
and variety she brings to her classes! 

 
Thank you, Barb, for all that you do for the 

LCofGI and for our students! 

Woohoo for Scoops...Volunteers!
Thank you to those who volunteered for the Heartland United 

Way “Scoops” Ice Cream Parlor on behalf of the LCofGI at 
the Nebraska State Fair! Because of the time and effort put 
in by those who stepped up this year, we were able to raise 
money to fund our programming. We just want to say thank 
you, thank you, thank you to everyone who dedicated their 

help to our cause. We appreciate you and your support! 

 Tutor Training & Support Meeting

Special thank you to board members and volunteer tutors, 
Vikki Deuel and Yvette Engelhaupt, for leading our Parent- 
Teacher Conference Informational Sessions! Our students 
had great questions and left feeling better prepared to 
speak to their children's teachers! Do you know a parent 
who may need help talking with their child's teacher? Vikki 
and Yvette have volunteered to meet with parents after 
conferences to help with any unanswered questions! 

 Staying Informed as a Parent


